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Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 
5 February 2022 using Zoom Webinar 

Present 

Robert Campbell (Chairman), Tony Bristow (Vice Chairman), Colin Sefton (Vice 
Chairman), Hilary Adams (Treasurer), Robert Peel (Secretary) and about 30 other 
members. 

Welcomes and Introduction 

Tony Bristow briefly outlined the basic procedures for running the meeting online and 
advised that the meeting would be recorded solely for the purpose of producing accurate 
minutes – the recording would then be destroyed. 

Robert Campbell welcomed everyone to the AGM. 

Minutes of AGM held on 6 February 2021 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 February 2021 online, were agreed 
to be a true record1.  No one wished to raise any matters arising from the minutes. 

Annual Report 

Robert Campbell presented some highlights from the Annual Report, noting how much 
more activity there had been at the end of the year than at the beginning. 

Annual Accounts and Treasurer’s Report 

The meeting approved the accounts and report2. 

Motion to General Council 

The following motion was presented to the meeting: 

“This AGM approves the submission of a motion to General Council in broadly the following 
terms: 

‘This General Council believes that the effectiveness of the Ramblers is being significantly 
diminished by poor communication, failure of meaningful consultation on nationally driven 
initiatives and lack of openness in debate on these initiatives.  It therefore calls upon the 
Board 

• to bring about substantial improvements in these areas; 

                                                

1 26 for, 0 against, 4 abstentions 

2 30 for, 0 against, 2 abstentions 
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• to set up a process to ensure that all stakeholders, including those in Areas and Groups, 
are given adequate notice of planned initiatives and are fully and meaningfully consulted 
before decisions are made and 

• to draw up and publish measures for monitoring its success in doing so and to share the 
results with Areas and Groups.’ 

The Area Officers are authorised to make such amendments as they deem desirable to 
render the motion more effective or more likely to be passed by General Council, after 
consulting Area Council as far as is reasonably practicable.” 

An amendment to delete the last paragraph was defeated3. 

The unamended motion was carried4. 

Election of Honorary Officers5 

Colin Sefton was elected Chairman 

Tony Bristow was elected Vice Chairmen 

Robert Peel was elected Secretary 

Hilary Adams was elected Treasurer 

There were no nominations to serve as Area Council Representatives for Affiliated Clubs 

There were no nominations to serve as Area Council Representative for Individual 
Members 

Appointment of Delegates to General Council 

The meeting agreed to send Robert Peel and Colin Sefton as its delegates to the 2022 
General Council which would be held in Birmingham and authorised the Officers to 
appoint substitutes should either become unable to attend6. 

Appointment of Auditor 

Faye Clarke was unanimously appointed7. 

Topical Presentations 

Public Rights of Way Work 

Connie Nolan8, who had been appointed by Area Council as the Area’s Public Rights of 
Way Manager in September, introduced herself, stressing the importance of challenging 
threats to public rights of way, especially those from development. 

Lost Ways 

Colin Sefton9 said that there had been little progress since the Annual Review was 
published except that Kent County Council has now returned 22 of the surveys submitted 

                                                

3 11 for, 12 against, 9 abstentions 

4 26 for, 1 against, 5 abstentions 

5 Elected en bloc, 30 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions 

6 31 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions 

7 30 for, 0 against, 0 abstentions 

8 Connie can be contacted on prow@kentramblers.org.uk 

9 Colin can be contacted on Lost Ways matter on lostways@kentramblers.org.uk 
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to them for comment.  He and Robert Peel would soon be carrying out a recce to the 
County Archives in Maidstone to get a feel for what relevant records are held and how 
best to find them.  He will also be contracting individually those people who have sent 
suggestions for unrecorded paths to him. 

Coastal Access 

Ian Wild reported that the Grain to Woolwich section of the England Coast Path had 
opened on 12 January as planned although the ceremony at Woolwich that he and 
Robert Peel had been going to attend was postponed due to Covid concerns.  The 
opening had attracted a lot of publicity on the national web site, in local media and in the 
Guardian. 

The Whitstable to Iwade section is likely to open in the spring with the remaining sections 
currently held up by unresolved objections. 

Ian had recently attended a webinar organised by Central Office to plan a major publicity 
exercise for the eventual completion of the whole of the England Coast Path, expected in 
the summer of 2023.  It would be helpful if Groups organising coastal walks could make 
sure the ECP is mentioned in the walk title and if any Group walking the Grain to 
Woolwich section could invite the press along. 

Words from New Chairman 

Colin Sefton introduced himself and thanked outgoing Chairman Robert Campbell.  He 
stressed the importance of footpath work and the need for more volunteers including 
FPOs who walk the paths in their parish and report faults and LFOs who examine 
proposals to extinguish and divert paths and planning applications that affect paths.  He 
hopes to turn up regularly on Group walks. 

Competition 

Robert Peel reported that there had been six entries to offer amusing captions for the 
photograph published in the Annual Review and all would get prizes rather than try to 
identify one entry to reject. 

Open Forum 

Richard Sharp, observing from Central Office where he is the Area Support Manager, 
thanked Robert Campbell for his three years in office, welcomed Colin and 
complemented the Area on an outstanding Annual Review. 

Next Annual General Meeting 

We hope that the next AGM will be hosted by Medway and Maidstone Groups in 
Headcorn Village Hall on 4 February 2023. 

Quiz 

Robert Peel showed 30 images of castles and forts in Kent for attendees to identify. 


